[Nephrotic syndrome as a paraneoplastic symptom of Hodgkin's disease in two children].
A 13-year-old girl and a 3-year-old boy presented with the clinical symptoms of nephrotic syndrome. Both patients developed a nodular mass in the cervical region, which appeared to be due to Hodgkin's disease. The renal disease was a paraneoplastic phenomenon of Hodgkin's disease. Chemotherapy given for Hodgkin's disease also cured the nephrotic syndrome. A few years later one of the patients experienced a recurrent episode of nephrotic syndrome in conjunction with a recurrence of Hodgkin's disease but this was once again treated successfully. Nephrotic syndrome is a known but rare paraneoplastic syndrome accompanying Hodgkin's disease. It is thought that T cell dysfunction leads to a secretion of cytokines which alters the permeability of the glomerular basement membrane. This dysfunction is not only apparent during the period of active disease and this could clarify why paraneoplastic syndrome can exist or recur outside the period in which the malignancy is overt. The clear recognition of a paraneoplastic syndrome is important, as it is often only necessary to treat the malignancy.